The Salina Journal, September 6, 1970
Ralph T. Bengtson

Ralph T. Bengtson, 59, 2052 Leland Way, instrumental music instructor at South junior high school, died Friday at St. John’s hospital after a 1 1/2 year illness.


Mr. Bengtson also was a concert master of the Salina Civic Orchestra.


He was born April 23, 1911, in New Gottland, Kas., and had lived in Salina 17 years.


He received a bachelor degree in arts and music at Bethany college, Lindsborg, and a master’s at Wichita State university.  Before coming to Salina, he taught electronics at Oklahoma State university, Stillwater, and at Wright College, Chicago, Ill.  He also taught for 2 years at Stockton, Kas., and 12 years at Hillsboro.


He was a member of the Immanuel Lutheran Church, the Elks lodge, the Salina City Teachers association, the Kansas State Teachers association; the National Education association, the Kansas Music Educators association, the Music Educators National conference, the Salina County Welfare Advisory board, and the Professional Teaching Practices commission.


Surviving are the widow, Sonja, of the home; a daughter, Mrs. Kaatrina Hock, Denver, Colo.; his parents, Mr. and Mrs. David Bengtson, Wichita; 2 brothers, Paul, Sterlin, Va., and Arthur, 1214 S. 9th; and 4 sisters, Mrs. Edna Stevens, Mrs. Margaret Simmons, and Mrs. Jo An Nutter, all of Wichita, and Mrs. Ann Carr, Alexandria, Va.


The funeral will be at 10 am Monday at the Immanuel Lutheran Church, the rev. Milton Gustafson officiating.  Burial will be in Elmwood cemetery, Lindsborg.  The Ryan mortuary is in charge.


The family suggests memorials to the church or Bethany college.

Note:  He was born on Apr. 23, 1911
