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Wilma Mae Bucknell, 97, Salina, died Sunday, Jan. 5, 2003.


Ms. Bucknell was born Oct. 14, 1905, at rural Republic County.  She graduated from Kansas State University in 1933.  She taught in the Olathe and Salina school districts for a total of 46 years.


Survivors include a sister, Frances Bucknell Tainter of Olathe; a nephew, Keith Bucknell of Lake of the Ozarks, Mo.; two grandnieces, Sarah Milloy Brundage of Doyleston, Penn., and Rebecca Milloy Vrbus of Olathe; and a great-grandnice, Jessica Vrbus.


A memorial service is planned for a later date.  The body was cremated.  Ryan Mortuary, 137 N. Eighth, Salina 67401, is handling arrangements.

A Great Teacher Remembered


Wilma Mae Bucknell passed away on Jan. 5.  A small obituary in the Journal stated her age, a little of her experience and mentioned a few of her survivors.


Many years ago, I had Wilma in the seventh grade and then, luckily, in the eighth grade because she was transferred.  She taught English.  In those days, much of English class included the dreaded diagramming of sentences, and she managed to make good sense of it.  She also read to us and helped us to see and hear the value of the written and spoken word.


She was a loving person who cared about her students.  She taught values so lacking in many schools today.  She cared how we looked, how we carried ourselves, how our lives were at home.  She had a large, full-length mirror in her classroom and always had us use that mirror to take a look at ourselves.  Grooming, good manners and posture were as important as the English she taught.


Today, in Salina and all across the United States there are former students of Wilma Bucknell who are forever grateful for those lessons in life.  Many of those students kept in touch over the years, continuing to say, “Thanks for what you did.”  She left a wonderful legacy, one that many of us would wish to match and so often fall short.


Wilma was fiercely independent and lived alone for most of her life.  She loved her home, the Methodist Church, the K-State Wildcats, the Democrats, Salina and her many friends.  In her later years, she was afraid the day might come that she’d have to leave her home.  When she died she was still at home.  Her wish was granted.


Wilma lived a most significant life of 97 years and taught for more than 50 of those years.  Her wish was to be cremated and her burial to be in Belleville, where her family is interred.  Time did not permit a memorial service but there will be on in the spring, probably at Belleville.


As we go through, it is fortunate, indeed, when we meet and get to know and be taught a Wilma Mae Bucknell.  I shall forever be grateful.

Denis F. Adams

Blach Springs, Texas

