Salina Journal, March 5, 1956

Salina Boy Killed In Hunting Mishap

     Clarence Coyle, 16, 328 W. Kirwin, was fatally injured Sunday afternoon by a .22 caliber bullet in a hunting accident near Brookville.  He was in a field of the CK Ranch with a brother, Willis Lee, 15, and a companion, Larry Kasberger, 15, 401 Woodlawn.

     The two other youths told Deputy Sheriff Jim Martin they were about 400 or 500 yards away from Clarence, taking pictures, while he was firing his rifle, a pump model.  They did not see the accident happen.

Sitting Near Fence

     A few minutes later, they said, they walked to where Clarence was sitting near a fence behind an embankment.  Clarence was propped against the fence, they said, with blood running from his nose.  The rifle was at his side.

     “What’s the matter,” one youth asked, “do you have a nosebleed?”

     “No, I shot myself,” he quoted Clarence as saying.

     Martin said the three youths had been let out of the car on a nearby road by Mr. and Mrs. Everett E. Fear, parents of Clarence and Willis.

To Pick Them Up

     They were to pick the boys up there at 3:30 pm, Martin said.  The two youths started for a farmhouse nearby, when they saw the Fear car coming.  The Fears rushed the injured youth to St. John’s Hospital where he died three hours later.

Hit Behind Ear

     Martin said the charge struck the boy behind the left ear, ranged upward, and lodged in his head.

     The accident was three miles southwest of Brookville, near the Salina-Ellsworth County border, Martin said.

     The youth was born Aug. 6, 1939, at El Reno, Okla., and was a junior at the Salina high school.

In Salina Eight Years

     The family has lived in Salina the past eight years.

     Clarence was a member of the Christian Church and the Christian Youth Fellowship.

     Survivors include the parents and brother.

     The funeral will be Wednesday at Gear, Okla., with interment in the family plot there.

     Friends may call Monday evening at the Rush Smith Funeral Home in Salina.

