Salina Journal, Monday, Sept. 21, 1953

Salina Girl is Killed,

9 Others Hurt In Accident

     The funeral for Terry Ann Hamm, 13, who was killed Sunday in an accident which injured nine other teen-aged girls will be at 10 am Wednesday at the Rush Smith Funeral Home.

     Miss Hamm was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Z. J. Hamm, 1937 Gebhardt.

     She was fatally injured at noon Sunday when the pickup truck in which she was riding overturned one mile north of Salina on US81.  She died 45 minutes after being taken to Asbury Hospital.  The accident was the tragic end to a weekend slumber party.  The truck was driven by Lawrence Turner, 17, RFD 2.

12 Girls in Truck

     Twelve girls were passengers in the truck.  Two were riding with the driver in the cab and 10 in the truck box.  The girls were spilled onto the highway.  The girls are being treated at Asbury and St. John’s hospitals.

     Karen Fitzhugh, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Fitzhugh, 501 S. [8th?] is in a semi-conscious condition, suffering from a head concussion.  A doctor at Asbury hospital reporter her condition as serious but better.

     Conditions of the four other girls are reported as satisfactory by their doctors.  Marcia Kay Chrisbens, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Chrisbens, 501 Montrose, suffered facial cuts and bruises and lost several teeth.  She is at Asbury hospital.  The other three girls are being treated at St. John’s hospital.

Suffers Concussions

     Judy Dodge, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Allen Dodge, 670 S. 10th, had regained consciousness Monday.  She suffered a concussion.  X-rays were scheduled Monday.

     Sandra Walker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Willard Walker, 1125 Johnstown, was also in a satisfactory condition.  She suffered a broken elbow.

     Marlene Pinkham, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Delno Pinkham, 705 W. Prescott, suffered no serious injuries, according to her doctor.

     Girls who received only cuts and bruises were Jeanette Turner, RFD 2; Larree Todd, 677 S. 5th; Betty Harr, 369 N. Kansas and Rosabelle Allen, 613 Montrose.

     Jane Meier, 822 W. Crawford and Juanita Nichols, 919 N. 9th were not hurt.

     Sheriff Bob Rous said Turner told him he lost control of the truck when it suddenly swerved.  Rous said the tire tracks showed the truck left the highway on the right side, hit the road shoulder, then swerved across the road, back again towards the right and overturned on its left side.  The Sheriff said Turner told him he was driving about 50 miles per hour when the accident occurred.

     Jane Meier and Juanita Nichols, the two girls who escaped unhurt, were riding with Turner in the truck cab.

     The girls were enroute to their homes in Salina after spending Saturday night at a slumber party at the Alfred Turner farm home.  They were guests of Jeanette Turner.  The driver is the Turner’s son.

Father In Hospital

     The dead girl’s father is a patient in Asbury hospital where he is recovering from a shoulder injury suffered in a mule race at the Saline county fair.

     Miss Hamm was born in Wichita and had lived in Salina four years.  She was a freshman at Salina high school.

     Besides her parents, survivors include a brother, Zane J., of the home, and two sisters, Linda Lee, of the home, and Vivian Virginia, Kansas City, Mo.

     Friends may call at the Rush Smith funeral home until the hour of the service.

Undated clipping from the Salina Journal
Hundreds of Youths Attend Funeral for Terry Hamm

     Several hundred junior and senior high school students attended the funeral Wednesday morning for Terry Ann Hamm, 13, who was killed in a truck accident.

     More than 100 students in Miss Hamm’s ninth grade class at Lincoln school were given permission by school authorities to attend the funeral.  Many others went without permits, school officials said, but will be permitted to turn in written excuses later.

     Dean Iva Zimmerman was among Lincoln high faculty members who attended the funeral.  Most of the teachers had to remain in class.

     There was no record of how many senior high students were at the service but at the Rush Smith funeral home an estimated 300 stood on the walks outside during the funeral.  They formed a long line that filed past the young girl’s bier.

     The chapel and all adjoining rooms at the funeral home were crowded with young people and adults.  More than 700 signed the register before the funeral.  In the crowd were several of the girls who had been on the slumber party with Miss Hamm and who were injured in the wreck, which occurred when they were on their way home.

     The rev. W. O. Mulvaney, officiating at the service, used the 23rd Psalm as the text of his sermon.

     Miss Hamm was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Z. J. Hamm, 1937 Gebhardt.  Mr. Hamm, injured during the recent Saline county fair, is in Asbury hospital and was unable to attend his daughter’s funeral.

     Pallbearers were Cecil Bird, Loren Recht, C. O. Scott, William Yost, ray Kinzie and Keith Williams.

