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Willis Lobdell was born 12 Jul 1912 in Beloit, Mitchell Co, Kansas.  He died 9 Sep 2003 in Salina, KS and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Beloit, KS. Willis married Evelyn Maureen Nusbaum on 1 Jun 1937 (she died Oct. 29, 2003).  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~rushtonroots/aqwg165.htm
Willis came to Salina High School in the Fall of 1954 where he was the head basketball coach and taught social sciences.

Burial is at Elmwood Cemetery in Beloit.
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Caption to Salina Journal photo:
Basketball is nearly always male conversation topic at Willis Lobdell resident, 1837 Highland.  Larry (center, above) is member of Salina high school squad coached by his father.  With Larry are younger brother, Richard, and Mrs. Lobdell.
Salina Journal, May 19, 1954

     Willis attended Kansas Wesleyan University from 1931-1935.  He played both football and basketball under A. B. Machie at Wesleyan and made the all-Kansas Conference football team twice as an end and the all-Kansas Conference basketball team.

     A native of Beloit, Lobdell coached at Hunter after he was graduated.  He later moved to Minneapolis for one season, then return to Hunter.

     Following service in WWII, Lobdell moved to Greensburg, where he coached for five years.  In 1948 his Greensburg team captured the Class B state tournament as an invited team.  

     For the past four years he has coached the Pratt Greenbacks of the West Central Kansas League.  His 1953-54 Pratt team raced through 25 straight games without defeat before falling to the Sacred Heart Knights in the finals of the Class A tournament at the Salina High School gymnasium March 20.

     Lobdell is married and the father two sons, Larry, 14, a sophomore next year, and Richard Allen, 9, a fourth grader.
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