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23 November 2012
Mr. Carl Mibeck, long-time debate coach, tennis coach, and history teacher at Lawrence High School, Salina Central, and Shawnee Mission North and East High Schools passed away today.

Graveside service will be 1 p.m. Tues., Nov. 27th at Memorial Park Cemetery at 15th & Elmwood in Lawrence. Visitation will be Mon. Nov. 26th from 7-8:30 p.m. at Warren-McElwain Funeral Home at 13th & Mass in Lawrence.

Carl was born on July 2, 1930 in Independence, KS the son of Jacob G. and Dot G. (Mortiner) Mibeck.

Carl spent his first five years living with his family in Independence, until his father had to move into the Wichita, Kansas veterans hospital to be treated for lung damage received from mustard gas in World War I. Carl attended school in Wichita from third grade until his graduation from Wichita North High School. He enrolled in debate class in high school to help him overcome stuttering, and became a champion debater. He received his bachelors degree in education from Wichita University. He attended his first serious graduate work and received a Master of Education, (Psychology Major) from UCLA in 1963. He later attended an honorary post masters scholarship, and received a second Masters degree in 20th Century Intellectual History from The University of Kansas in 1969. He also attended other institutes and workshops, taking courses in social studies and debate, including an NDEA scholarship to Notre Dame in the summer of 1967.

He started playing tennis at age ten, and while in college was ranked second in the Missouri Valley Conference in 1950. At Wichita State he bonded with the university president, Harry Corbin over their mutual love of tennis and politics and became doubles partners. In 1979 they won the Kansas men's doubles championship, and were the Wichita city tournament champions for many consecutive years.

Carl began his long teaching career in 1954 at Salina High School. After nine years, he and his wife moved to Prairie Village, where he taught for five years in the Shawnee Mission school district both at Shawnee Mission North and East high schools. He culminated his teaching experience with twenty-one years at Lawrence High School, retiring in the spring of 1990. He was the debate coach at Lawrence High School from 1971 to 1983 and coached the squad to five state championships. Even after leaving the head debate coaching position to become chairman of the social studies department, he continued to assist the debate squad. He was the City Commissioner of Lawrence in 1975. He had also been a tennis coach and continued playing after his retirement, being elected to the Kansas Tennis Coach's Hall of Fame in 2000.

He married Jane Anita Berschauer on November 22, 1961 in Wichita, Kansas. She preceded him in death June 29, 1998.
Carl is survived by his only son, Jack R. Mibeck of Ottawa. He was also preceded in death by his sister, Rosemary Smith; and brother, Jack M. Mibeck.

Carl was always interested in politics, teaching, his friends and students. His favorite politicians were Franklin Roosevelt, Norman Thomas, Winston Churchill, Robert Kennedy and Bill Clinton

People that influenced his life most were his mother Dot Mibeck, his grandfather George Washington Mortimer, his tennis doubles partner Harry M. Corbin, Jr., the former president at Wichita State University, his childhood friend Charles Stansifer who became a professor at KU, and his wife Jane Mibeck.

The family will greet friends on Monday from 7 – 8:30 p.m. at Warren-McElwain mortuary in Lawrence. A music rendition will be played by his son at 7 p.m. The family suggests memorials in his name to Midland Hospice and may be sent in care of the mortuary. 

